
 

‘A Sale to save our Heritage’ 
On an achingly cold Saturday morning with tiny 
snowflakes skittering through the air we held our 
annual Table Top Sale in St Thomas Church Hall.  It 
was 23rd February, entry was free and a good number 
of people braved the weather to support us. There 
were stalls selling  cards and gifts, tables of cakes and 
home made pies, a mountain of Bric-a-Brac to be sifted 
through for bargains and a well stocked Tombola on 
which to take a chance.  Tea, coffee and home-made 
cakes were also popular, as was the opportunity to 
meet and talk with friends and neighbours. 

We are pleased to say that we raised just over £200 – 
enough to pay for the first grass cut in the cemetery 
this spring, with a little left over.  So a big THANK YOU 
to all those whose contributions and attendance made 
this possible. 
 

Access to the cemetery 
The next open weekend is March 9th and 10th from 
10.00am to 4.00pm.  (It will depend on the weather  so  
please ring 01749 674678 if in doubt.)  Dates for the 
rest of the year are now on the ‘Arts and Nature’ page 
of the website:  

www.mendiphospitalcemetery.co.uk.   
 

We also plan to put a notice board on the gate to the 
lane in Hooper Avenue to display the dates.   
 

We recognise that for some people it is inconvenient or 
logistically impossible to visit during an open weekend.  
We have a number of very loyal Friends living away 
from Wells, as well as those living locally, who might 
want to visit the graves of their relatives.  If  anyone 
wishes to visit the cemetery on a particular day please 
ring 01749 675312 and we will arrange for a key holder 
to give you access. 
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The snow has melted from the cemetery.  The birds 
are singing again and before the end of February there 
will be frogspawn in the pond.  One grey afternoon, 
despite a steady drizzle, a squirrel ran right to the top 
of the apex on the chapel roof and sat for fifteen 
minutes surveying the world below.   
 
                      Bees in the cemetery 

 

The beehive project has made great progress since the 
last newsletter.  Soon after Christmas the first two 
beehives were installed and later in January another 
two hives joined them.  The honey bee colonies belong 
to Meg Seymour.  Meg grew up in a family of 
beekeepers in Gloucestershire but has lived in Wells 
for a number of years.  She worked her way through 
the various exams of the British Beekeepers 
Association to become a Master Beekeeper and she 
now acts as a Seasonal Bee Inspector for the Food 
and Environment Research Agency (FERA, a part of 
DEFRA).  This work takes her to wherever there are 
beekeepers in Gloucester, Avon and North Somerset, 
offering advice and checking for notifiable diseases in 
bee colonies.   
We are very fortunate to have Meg working with us.  
Her expertise will be invaluable as we learn about the 
plants and flowers we need to encourage in the 
cemetery to keep the colonies healthy.  The committee 
is now considering the purchase of a small powered 
mower to keep some areas of grass short for wild 
flowers, and we hope to sow flower seed and plant 
bulbs during this year. 
Meg will be giving a talk “All about Bees” at our AGM 
on Friday 15th March 2013 at 7.30pm in St Thomas 
Church Hall.  Do come along and find out what bees do 
for us and what we can do to help the bees. 



 
Friends on-line 

We have had a good response to the January 
newsletter request for e-mail addresses from our ‘on-
line Friends.’  Being able to contact you by e-mail really 
does help to save money on paper and postage which 
in turn enables us to spend more on plants and bulbs 
to feed the bees.  If you have received this newsletter 
though your letter box and you are on-line, please send 
the briefest of e-mails to ljogborne@btinternet.com.  
Thank you! 
 

Paying subscriptions by standing order. 

 

With the best will in the world many of us forget when 
we last paid our membership subscription and when 
the next one is due.  ( If you are in any doubt please 
ring our Treasurer, Jill Sturman, on 01749 679818 and 
she will be able to help.)  
Setting up a standing order removes the problem since 
it can be arranged for the bank to pay on a date in 
March every year.  And a standing order can be easily 
stopped for any reason. 
If you feel able to set up a standing order the 
information you need to give your bank  is as follows: 
Our charity banks with: 
The Charities Aid Foundation Bank Ltd (CAFB) 
25 Hingshill Aveneue 
Hingshill 
West Malling 
Kent ME19 4JQ 
The Bank’s sort code is 40 – 52 - 40 
Our account no. is 00009332 
Please supply Jill with a reference number or name 
attached to the standing order so that she can identify 
incoming money on the Bank statement!   
 

 
The Annual General Meeting 

of 
 The Friends of Mendip Hospital Cemetery 

 

Friday 15th March 2013 at 7.30pm in St Thomas 
Church Hall. 

 

Please accept this as a formal notification of the 
AGM of The Friends of the Mendip Hospital 
Cemetery.  Members are asked to send notice of 
questions or nominations for posts in the 
organisation to the Chairman, Tony Cavill, 7 Foster 
Close, Wells, by Friday March 8th 2013. 

After the business meeting there will be a 
presentation 
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by by by by     

Meg Seymour, Meg Seymour, Meg Seymour, Meg Seymour,     
Master Beekeeper and Seasonal Bee Inspector Master Beekeeper and Seasonal Bee Inspector Master Beekeeper and Seasonal Bee Inspector Master Beekeeper and Seasonal Bee Inspector     

    

There will also be a photographic exhibition of 
mountain scenery by Roy Mackenzie. 
 
Light refreshments will be available.  
All subscribing members and interested members of 
the public are invited.  There is no charge for entry. 
Please come and bring your friends and neighbours 
to find out more about the work the charity is doing 
to maintain the cemetery and support the 
environment. 

                                          

 
Security 

We continue to be concerned about security in the 
cemetery.  Recently there was another failed attempt to 
gain access to the chapel – fortunately foiled by the 
precautions we have taken.  We would ask anyone 
passing the grounds to report suspicious activity to one 
of the committee members (names  and phone 
numbers on the front of this newsletter.)  The more 
eyes that are watching the better! 
 

A gentle reminder about Gift Aid 
If you are a UK Tax payer please help us to claim charity tax relief by 
completing the following Gift Aid declaration.  Doing so will cost you nothing. 
Please return the completed form to our Treasurer, Jill Sturman, at 14 
Upper Breach, South Horrington.  (Thank you to those who have already 
done so.) 

GIFT AID DECLARATION 
I declare that all the sums I pay to the Friends of Mendip Hospital Cemetery 
by way of subscription or donation on or after January 2006 and until I notify 
you otherwise are to be treated as Gift Aid so that tax can be reclaimed by 
the Friends. 
Name (block capitals please) 
………………………………………………………………………….. 
Address:…………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………… 

Postcode:…………………………………………………………. 

Date:…………………………………………………………...… 

Signature:…………………...……………………………………. 

1.  To be able to qualify you must pay an amount of income tax at least 
equal to the tax that the Friends reclaim in any one tax year.    i.e. 
approximately one third of your subscription or donation. 
2.  If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief on your 
self assessment return. 
3.  If your circumstances change so that you no longer pay tax or if you 
change your mind for any reason, you can cancel this declaration by 
contacting the Friends. 
4. If you are unsure whether your subscription qualifies for Gift Aid relief you 
can ask your local tax office for leaflet IR113 or consult the government 
website. 
 


