2015 Opening Dates and Events

Here Comes Summer?

The Cemetery will be open from 10:00am - 4:00pm on the
following dates (see “What’s On” in the Wells Journal):

Who swapped the months’ over? We
had all that lovely warm and dry
weather in April, yet May started off
cold and wet! Back to the newly dug
flowerbed where it benefited from 6
wheelbarrows full of our home made
compost and I benefited from pushing
it all uphill! With April being so dry our
acquired plants (from my garden) had
to be watered frequently by our Committee members for fear of losing
them, but with all the rain in May,
they’ve positively benefited.

Saturday 13th June
Sunday 14th June Annual Open Day
Saturday 11th July, Sunday 12th July and Sunday 26th July
Sunday 9th August, Sunday 23rd August
Saturday 12th, Sunday 13th and Sunday 27th September
Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th October
Sunday 1st November All Souls Service 3:00 pm
Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th November
Annual Open Day 2015
On Sunday June 14th from 2:30pm to 4:00pm we are holding our Annual Open Day when tea and cakes will be served
to visitors in the Chapel. All Friends and members of the
public are very welcome to join us.

The Friends help families seeking lost relatives
Since 2001 we have been providing a free service to family
history researchers seeking the graves of relatives who may
have been staff or patients in the old Mendip Hospital, and
we continue to receive enquiries from around the world.
Friends on-line
Contacting you by e-mail really does help to save money on
paper and postage which in turn enables us to spend more
on maintaining and enhancing the grounds and flora for wildlife. E-mail : enquiries@mendiphospitalcemetery.org.uk
Nature Corner

Bumblebees on Hellebore (L) and Pulmonaria (R) in the flowerbeds along the north wall of the Cemetery behind the Chapel.

Our ‘ingredients’ so far include Geraniums, Echinops, Sedum, Teucreum and
Japanese Anemones with a sprinkling of
herbs in the form of Thyme, Chives, Sage
and Lemon Balm. I bought the Geraniums
many years ago from Lambrook Manor
(where the National Collection of Geraniums are housed) but have lost the labels
so if there are any fans of ‘Margery Fish’
out there please pop along and identify
them for me! I will keep adding to the ‘pot’
so hopefully the Bees will enjoy our offerings over the coming months. Running
adjacent to the new bed is a small Stumpery created last year
using wood from the grounds, as we’re trying to enhance the area
by utilising what we already have at our fingertips.
If you’re aware of the
history of the Cemetery,
you’ll know the majority
of Grave Markers were
removed and stored.
We’ve decided to reuse
some of them as border
edging rather than leave
them out of sight...another example of reclaiming. (Toni Spearing)
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The aims of The Friends are:
“To preserve and protect the former Mendip Hospital
Cemetery site and enhance the site as a public amenity
and to maintain, repair, restore, preserve, improve, beautify and reconstruct the fabric of the chapel at the former
Mendip Hospital Cemetery site as a place of historical or
architectural merit and to advance public education in
the history of the Mendip Hospital, the chapel and the
cemetery”.
Access to the Cemetery is via. a public footpath on the
south side of Hooper Avenue, Wells, BA5 3NA
Web site: www.mendiphospitalcemetery.org.uk
e-mail: enquiries@mendiphospitalcemetery.org.uk
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A Haven for Nature

A warm invitation to become ‘A Friend’.
I wish to become a Friend of the Mendip Hospital Cemetery
and I enclose my first subscription of:

£ 5

£10

other

Please make cheques payable to ‘Friends of Mendip Hospital Cemetery’
and return this form to the Chairman, Tony Cavill, at 7 Foster Close, Wells,
Somerset, BA5 3NB. Thank you!

Work on ‘Plan B’ supported through the Co-operative Membership Community Fund will continue during 2015. The
project has enabled us to:

Name……………………………………………………………………...



distribute Newsletters since January 2013

Address…………………………………………………………………...



improve our grass cutting schedule so that visitors can gain
access to the sculptures, gravestones and other features



plant 1000 crocus bulbs in Autumn 2013 and 2000 in Autumn
2014 as well as new bee-friendly flowers and shrubs



sell honey collected from the Cemetery hives

……………………………………………………………..………………

Postcode……………………..Telephone……………..…………..…....
e-mail ………………………………………………………………….….
Date…………………………………………………….………………….

Cemetery honey for sale on site!

GIFT AID

All proceeds to the Friends of Mendip Hospital Cemetery
charity. Small jars (1 1/2 oz.) for £1.50. Large jars (12 oz.)
for £5.00.

If you are a UK Tax payer please help us to claim charity tax relief by completing
the following declaration. Doing so will cost you nothing. Please return the completed form to the Chairman, Tony Cavill, at 7 Foster Close, Wells, Somerset, BA5
3NB..
GIFT AID DECLARATION
I declare that all the sums I pay to the Friends of Mendip Hospital Cemetery by way
of subscription or donation on or after January 2006 and until I notify you otherwise
are to be treated as Gift Aid so that tax can be reclaimed by the Friends.
Name (block capitals please)
…………………………………………………………………………..
Address:……………………………………….…………………….…
……………………………………………………….……….…………
Postcode:………………………………………………..………….….
Date:………………………………………………………………...….

Signature:…………………...………………………………………...
1. To be able to qualify you must pay an amount of income tax at least equal to the
tax that the Friends reclaim in any one tax year. i.e. approximately one third of your
subscription or donation.
2. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief on your self assessment return.
3. f your circumstances change so that you no longer pay tax or if you change your
mind for any reason, you can cancel this declaration by contacting the Friends.
4. If you are unsure whether your subscription qualifies for Gift Aid relief you can
ask your local tax office for leaflet IR113 or consult the government website.

Compassion
As a newly elected committee member I'm sure I have
much to learn and with the help of the Chairman and other
members, I will certainly do my best.
I feel honoured to be asked to assist in achieving the aims
of the Charity.
The patients whose last resting place are in these grounds,
no longer have a voice but we can help to make sure they
are given the respect they most rightly deserve. Nowadays
attitudes have changed and are continuing to change towards mental illness and the stigma that historically sits
uncomfortably within it.
I personally already do my utmost to help break down this
stigma and instil hope to anyone affected by mental illness.
I give a short presentation to new professional staff on the
subject of Compassion, Hope and Recovery. And recently I
was given the opportunity to do so in front of 80 qualified
G.P.'s, for which I am grateful.
I sincerely hope I am helping to make a difference for the
"sufferers of the future" and will certainly never forget the
sufferers of the past.. (Eileen Moschke)

Arts and Crafts

We are very fortunate to number
among our Friends local chainsaw artist, Peter Bolton. Peter
has given freely of his time and
considerable expertise over the
past few years to produce the
seven tree sculptures you see in
the Cemetery today. Each one
has been carved from a tree
grown in the grounds which was
either felled due to disease or
blown down in the winds. Three
of the standing sculptures still
have roots in the ground and
are weathering well but those
lying on the ground are showing some signs of natural decay…
Quotations

Last year, following consultation
with Peter, we added a quotation or few words of description
beside each of his sculptures.
We would like to know what you
think of them…
Part of the ‘Tree of Heaven’
moved to the Cemetery.
After gales felled the 128 year
old ‘Tree of Heaven’ in the
grounds of the Bishop’s Palace,
Wells, on 27th October 2013, a
section of the tree was moved
to the Cemetery in February
2014. Since then local sculptor,
Peter Bolton, has been working
on a new sculpture, located in
the south west section of the
Cemetery.

