2017 Opening Dates and Events
The Cemetery and Chapel will be open from 10:00am - 4:00pm
on the following dates (see “What’s On” in the Wells Journal):
Sat.11th & Sun.12th February - Open to all. Volunteer Days.
Sun.26th February - Open to all.
Sun.5th March - Open to all.
Sat.11th & Sun.12th March - Open to all. Volunteer Days.
Sun.2nd April - Open to all.
Sat.8th & Sun.9th April - Open to all. Volunteer Days.
Sun.16th April - Open to all.
Sun.23rd April - Open to all.
Sun.30th April - Open to all.

Autumn Glory
Another year almost over, but a lovely one at that. Gorgeous flower displays and many have flowered right into November! As usual
some species do better than others and grow quite prolific then
take over the border so a good weed is necessary at the end of
the season. The Valerian especially, seemed to have exploded all
over the place which although good for our flying friends, not so
good for our walls as it can damage them. The Echinops did well
again this year, at one point a count of over 100 bumblebees were
seen on them alone! We like these in our border.
The Wild flowers didn't grow which was quite disappointing, must
try harder next year. We also dug out the Spanish Bluebells that
grew behind the Chapel, we'll plant English ones next time.
We've seen some fantastic leaf colour this Autumn as highlighted
in our photos. There's been an abundance of bright and cheerful
berries, a sign of a hard Winter to come?
I was amazed by the acoustics of the Ivy growing through the Yew
trees, there were so many insects on it's flowers it was positively
buzzing....loudly!!
With all the decaying wood in the Cemetery, it's ideal conditions
for Fungi to flourish, some are so small you'd hardly spot them!
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Sun.7th May - Open to all.
Sat.13th & Sun.14th May - Open to all. Volunteer Days.
Sun.21st May - Open to all.
Sun.28th May - Open to all.
Sun.4th June - Open to all.
Sat.10th June - Open to all. Volunteer Day.
Sun.11th June - Annual Open Day. Open to all.

Sun.18th June - Open to all.
Sun.25th June - Open to all.
Sun.2nd July - Open to all.
Sat.8th & Sun.9th July - Open to all. Volunteer Days.
Sun.16th July - Open to all.

The aims of The Friends are:
“To preserve and protect the former Mendip Hospital
Cemetery site and enhance the site as a public amenity
and to maintain, repair, restore, preserve, improve, beautify and reconstruct the fabric of the chapel at the former
Mendip Hospital Cemetery site as a place of historical or
architectural merit and to advance public education in
the history of the Mendip Hospital, the chapel and the
cemetery”.
Access to the Cemetery is via. a public footpath on the
south side of Hooper Avenue, Wells, BA5 3NA
Web site: www.mendiphospitalcemetery.org.uk

Sun.23rd July - Open to all.

e-mail: enquiries@mendiphospitalcemetery.org.uk

Sun.30th July - Open to all.
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A warm invitation to become ‘A Friend’.

A Haven for Nature

Nature Corner

I wish to become a Friend of the Mendip Hospital Cemetery
and I enclose my first donation of:

£ 5

£10

other

Please make cheques payable to ‘Friends of Mendip Hospital Cemetery’
and complete and return this form to:
Roy Mackenzie, 69 St. Thomas Street, Wells, Somerset, United Kingdom,
BA5 2UY. Thank you!

Work on ‘Plan B’ supported through the Co-operative Membership
Community Fund will continue during 2017. The project has enabled us to:
·

distribute Newsletters since January 2013

·

improve our grass cutting schedule so that visitors can gain access to
the sculptures, gravestones and other features

·

plant 1000 crocus bulbs in Autumn 2013 and 2000 in Autumn 2014 as
well as new bee-friendly flowers and shrubs

Postcode……………………..Telephone……………..…………..…....

·

sell honey collected from the Cemetery hives

e-mail ………………………………………………………………….….

·

each year add more bee, butterfly and insect friendly plants

Name……………………………………………………………………...
Address…………………………………………………………………...

……………………………………………………………..………………

Date…………………………………………………….…………...…….
If you are a UK Tax payer please help us to claim charity tax relief by completing
the following declaration. Doing so will cost you nothing.
I declare that all the sums I pay to the Friends of Mendip Hospital Cemetery by way
of subscription or donation on or after January 2006 and until I notify you otherwise
are to be treated as Gift Aid so that tax can be reclaimed by the Friends.
Name (block capitals please)
…………………………………………………………………………..
Address:……………………………………….…………………….…

Common Darter Dragonflies

Common Darter Dragonflies

Common Darter Dragonfly

Water Lilly in Pond

Geranium in flowerbed

Bumblebees on Echinops

Honey bee on Sedum

Honey bee on Ivy Floret

Cemetery honey for sale on site!
All proceeds to the Friends of Mendip Hospital Cemetery charity.
Small jars (1 1/2 oz.) for £1.50. Large jars (12 oz.) for £5.50.

The Friends help families seeking lost relatives
Since 2001 we have been providing a free service to family history
researchers seeking the graves of relatives who may have been
staff or patients in the old Mendip Hospital, and we continue to
receive enquiries from around the world.

……………………………………………………….……….…………
Postcode:………………………………………………..………….….

Friends on-line

Date:………………………………………………………………...….

Contacting you by e-mail really does help to save money on paper
and postage which in turn enables us to spend more on maintaining and enhancing the grounds and flora for wildlife.

Signature:…………………....………………………………………...
1. To be able to qualify you must pay an amount of income tax at least equal to the
tax that the Friends reclaim in any one tax year. i.e. approximately one third of your
subscription or donation.

E-mail : enquiries@mendiphospitalcemetery.org.uk

2. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief on your self assessment return.

Annual Open Day 2016
Our Open Day was well attended. Megan Seymour (Master Beekeeper) gave an excellent informative display. She was astonished to discover that none of her audience had ever tried honey
straight from the comb. She quickly remedied that and we all enjoyed a taste of warm fresh honey straight from the Hive, so much
so that one gentleman took the rest home, he liked it so much!

3. f your circumstances change so that you no longer pay tax or if you change your
mind for any reason, you can cancel this declaration by contacting the Friends.
4. If you are unsure whether your subscription qualifies for Gift Aid relief you can
ask your local tax office for leaflet IR113 or consult the government website.

