
 
 

2022 NEWSLETTER 

 
Dear Friends 

 

Well here we are a little over half way through the “season” and it is, I think, about time that all 

Friends were brought up to date with what has been happening and what our plans for the future 

are. 

 

ASH DIE-BACK 

I reported a year ago on the fact that, in common with probably everywhere else in Somerset, we 

had been quite badly affected by Ash Dieback.  The employment of specialist arboriculturists and 

the subsequent disposal of much of the resulting detritus over the winter period created a number of 

problems, not the least of which was dealing with all the bonfires around the site; we discovered for 

example that the forecast wind direction is generally accurate up until the actual moment that any 

bonfire is lit, whereupon it immediately changes direction in a random manner so as to annoy the 

maximum amount of residents nearby!   If you live nearby and were irritated by any of our bonfires 

please accept our sincere apologies.  We did try our best! 

Funnily enough the result of all the tree-work in the cemetery has not been too noticeable; the area 

around the beehives has been significantly opened up, but the bees appear hardly to have noticed 

and are, I am glad to report, busier than ever.  Generally I expect when all the grass etc has died 

back then what has been done will be more noticeable. 

  

THE GARDENS 

Our visitors continue to comment favourably on the state of the gardens and the way they 

complement the cemetery, and this is entirely down to our Head Gardener Jean and her team of 

volunteers.  Every Thursday they can usually be found undertaking tasks all over the site, and we 

receive frequent compliments on the way that the cemetery is being maintained.  In addition to the 

routine work, some examples of their recent projects are: 

Complete removal of the enormous and well-established bramble at the top of Section A (this 

section is near to the centre at the bottom of the site). 

Similar removal of large bramble in the middle of Section G (in the top corner beyond the Chapel) 

and clearance of all the undergrowth, weeds etc right up to the boundary wall. 

Regular strimming of Section J and accurate placement of grave markers, creating an idea of how 

things looked in the 1960’s. 

Final work on the coppice at the bottom SE corner which now includes a log hedge and the planting 

of a mixed hedge feature. 

 

THE DUTCH BARN 

Our old tool shed was no longer fit for purpose.  It was too small to accommodate all our tools, was 

not as secure as we would wish, and in fact was an eye-sore in a prominent position on the top path.  

So we have now got ourselves a great big shed (which looks like a Dutch Barn mainly because of 



the roof design) and have located this half way down the hill on the east side of the cemetery where 

it stands discretely out of the way and yet central to the whole site.  It arrived in a thousand pieces 

and four wonderful volunteers spent two days putting it all together.  So now we have enough 

storage to keep equipment safe for as many volunteers as we can cope with! 

 

SEATING 

We are particularly grateful to those Friends who have donated seating as requested in my last 

newsletter and these have now been distributed appropriately around the site. 

 

As always all our plans for work around the cemetery depend on our being able to find and motivate 

volunteers who are both willing and able to turn up regularly.  Our gardeners now meet every 

Thursday (weather permitting) and if you would like to be involved, or you know of anyone who 

would like to get involved, do please come along either on a Sunday or a Thursday and have a chat. 

 

PATIENT HISTORIES 

As a cemetery with a fairly unique history we believe we have a responsibility to preserve the 

memory of those that are buried here, and many of our patient stories were featured in the 

exhibitions in the Wells Museum and the Bishop’s Palace over the last year; if you missed these, 

some of the stories are now on display in the Chapel.  We are of course adding to our knowledge as 

more records become available under the 100 year rule, and from time to time will be arranging to 

display these as well 

 

OPENING TIMES 

As usual we are normally open to visitors every Sunday between the beginning of April and the end 

of September from 11.00 am to 4.00 pm.  This year, as an experiment, we have been able to open  

once a month on a Wednesday as well.  This has been popular and provided we continue to be able 

to staff this extra day we hope to continue to do this next season. 

 

FACEBOOK 

Our Facebook pages (@mendiphospitalcemetery) are kept fully up to date and we now have over 

6,000 followers! 

 

FUTURE EVENTS 

 

 

AGM 

Our Annual General Meeting this year will be held on Wednesday 28th September at 6 pm in the 

Chapel.  The gates and the Chapel will be open from 5 pm so if you haven’t managed to get to the 

cemetery this year this might be a good time to remind yourself what a peaceful special place it is!  

Also, for catering purposes, we would appreciate it if you could let us know you are coming. 

 

ALL SOULS’ DAY SERVICE 

Our annual service in the Chapel to celebrate All Souls’ Day will be held at 3pm on Sunday 30 th 

October.  This is a relatively short but quite emotional occasion which gives us an opportunity to 

consider the lives of the patients buried in the cemetery.  All are welcome to come and join us. 

 

 

John Slater 

secretary@mendiphospitalcemetery.org.uk 
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